
From Hampshires, to Oxfords, 
and now Border Leicesters!

Just outside of Palmer sits the 
PW Sheep Farm, which is the 

only Border Leicester sheep farm 
J
only Border Leicester sheep farm 
J
in central Illinois. Jack and Vida 
Price, their daughter and son-in-law 
Brandy and Dave Wamsley, along 
with their two kids, Ben and Abby, 
are the avid owners of the farm. 
 When asked how they got into 
the sheep business, Jack laughed, 
pointed at his daughter, and said, 
“She convinced us.” As a little girl, 
Brandy watched her older brother 
show cattle in 4-H. However, being 
more petite, she wanted to show an 
animal that was a little bit smaller. 
“I thought sheep were cute and 
� u� y!” she laughed. � e family 
started showing Southdowns and 
then went on to show Hampshires 
for three years. “When Brandy was 
11 years old, a family friend’s son, 
who showed Oxfords, was heading 
to college. So, Brandy struck a deal 
with him and bought the whole 
� ock of sheep on credit, which she 
paid o�  in a years’ time,” Jack said. 
Fourteen years ago, they sold o�  the 
Oxfords and bought into a � ock 
of Border Leicesters. “Oxfords are 
large sheep and are very strong and 
pushy. Borders are more like woolly 
puppy dogs,” Brandy shared. � e 
Price-Wamsley family is working on 
bringing popularity to the Border 
Leicester breed. “About six to eight 
years ago, we started a Border 

Leicester show at the Illinois State 
Fair. In 2023, we had 30 sheep that 
were shown!” she said. 
 Seven years ago, for Mother’s Day, 
Jack bought Vida a small shed that 
they transformed into � e Wool 
House, where they sell yarn, roving, 
and other products. Once a sheep 
is sheared, the � eece is taken to a 
skirting table where the vegetable 
matter is picked o� . To turn the 
� eece into roving or yarn, it must be 
washed, so it is put into a tub � lled 
with hot water and soap. Usually, the 
� eece sits for half an hour, the water 
gets dumped, and the process gets 
repeated until it is clean. After the 

washing process is � nished, it can be 
spun into yarn or made into other 
items such as dryer balls. � e Price-
Wamsley family has started attend-
ing local farmers markets, so keep an 
eye out! 
 Both Ben and Abby have fol-
lowed in their mom’s footsteps and 
are very involved in their 4-H club, 
Lad and Lassies in Morrisonville. 
Ben is beginning his senior year 
at Taylorville High School and is 
looking to pursue a career in sports 
communication. Abby is starting her 
freshman year at Taylorville High 
School and is interested in study-
ing veterinary science in college 

Pictured left to right, back row: Abby Wamsley, Ben Wamsley, and Vida 
Price. Front row: Dave Wamsley, Brandy Wamsley, Jack Price, and Jack & 
Vida’s dog Lady
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with a focus on large animals. � ey 
both show sheep and wool in 4-H. 
“� rough 4-H, I’ve grown in leader-
ship, independence, and public speak-
ing,” Abby shared. “I’ve also learned 
a lot about medicine and the impor-
tance of caring for sheep. Whether it’s 
a sheep that has a cut, needs deworm-
ing medicine, or is birthing a lamb, it’s 

all a part of the process and the life 
cycle,” she said. 
 � rough the years, Brandy has 
gained knowledge and is now able to 
pass it down to her kids. “I’ve been 
able to teach Ben and Abby about 
life and the responsibilities that come 
with taking care of animals. We are 
a Chrisitan family, so we believe that 

we are stewards, and it is 
our job to take care of the 
animals to the best of our 
ability,” she shared. 
   Visit PW Sheep Farm 
online at www.pwsheep.com 
and on Facebook at PW 
Sheep Farm. � e farm is 
located at 628 N. 1150 East 
Road in Palmer.
   � anks for riding along. I’ll 
see you down the road! 
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GROUND  WIRE
+53.22%

GUY WIRE
+50.00%

POLE
+80.18%

SECONDARY WIRE
+99.49%

CUTOUTS
+69.44%

SURGE ARRESTORS
+69.36%

TRANSFORMERS
+108.08%

CROSSARMS
+79.75%

INSULATORS
+47.06%

PRIMARY WIRE
+76.47%

These percentages are a general representation 
modeled after a 40-foot pole with hardware attached.

BREAKING DOWN THE RISING COSTS
OF OUR DISTRIBUTION INFRASTRUCTURE

January 2020 to August 2024
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